SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
pulsory vaccinatioiij have mounted into
tlie thousands for each, of the past six
years, and apparently the peak of the
infection has not yet been reached. As
might be expected, as a result of the
abandonment of the requirement of vac-
cination as a condition to school attend-
ance, the number of children attacked
by the disease is steadily increasing.
Minnesota's experience represents the
price paid for the neglect of vaccination.
There the anti-vaccinationists prevail,
and with the people their word bears
greater weight than that of the health
officials. In 1903 compulsory vaccina-
tion was abandoned. There is now no
law requiring children to be vaccinated
before entering school, and health officers
are powerless to enforce vaccination,
even in the face of exposure or at the
time of an epidemic. All that they can
do is to require notification and isolation
or quarantine of cases, and place in
quarantine those who have been in con-
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